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U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E  

Colonel Peter L. Baren is Commander, 117th Medical Group, 117th Air Re-
fueling Wing, Alabama Air National Guard, Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
The Wing trains and equips combat ready aircrews and support personnel 
to provide worldwide aerial refueling and airlift missions. 
 
Colonel Baren attended medical school at Universidad Central del Este, 
San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic obtaining his M.D. degree in 
1982. He was commissioned as a Captain in the Arkansas Army National 
Guard, Fayetteville, Ark. in 1989 and served as Brigade Surgeon,142nd 
Field Artillery Brigade in Operation Desert Storm. He transferred to the Air 
National Guard in 1995. Colonel Baren was assigned as Chief of Aero-
space Medicine, 117th Medical Group in 2003 and previously served as 
Chief of Clinical Services, 117th MDG.  He is Board-Certified in Internal 
Medicine and is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians.  Since 
July, 2000 he serves as Staff Physician at the Veterans Affairs Medical 

Center, Birmingham, Alabama, where he launched the Primary Care Mental Health clinic program.  He is 
licensed in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Louisiana, Maryland and Ohio. 

COLONEL PETER L. BAREN 

EDUCATION: 
 
1982  Doctor of Medicine degree, Universidad Central del Este, San Pedro de Macorís, Dominican Republic 
1983  Internship in Surgery, St. Agnes Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 
1987  Residency in Internal Medicine, Franklin Square Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 
1990  Officer Basic School, U.S. Army, Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas 
1994  Aerospace Medicine Primary Course, Brooks AFB, San Antonio, Texas 
1996  Air Command and Staff College, Non Resident Program 
2005  Air War College, Non Resident Program 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
1.  July 1989, Assigned as Brigade Surgeon, 142nd FA Brigade, Arkansas Army National Guard, Fayetteville, 
Ark. 
2.  November 1990 - June 1991, Activated and deployed to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq for Operation      
Desert Shield/Storm as Brigade Surgeon 142nd  Field, Field Artillery Brigade 
3.  July 1991 - August 1992, Brigade Surgeon, 142nd Field Artillery Brigade, Fayetteville, Ark. 
4.  September 1992 - January 1994, Medical Officer (61F), 4010 U.S. Army Hospital (USAR), New Orleans, 
La. 
5.  January 1994 - March 1995, Flight Surgeon, 907th Tactical Hospital (AFRC), Wright- Patterson AFB, Ohio 
6.  March 1995 - July 1998, Chief of Aerospace Medicine, 189th Medical Squadron, (ANG), Little Rock AFB, 
Ark. 
7.  July 1998 - November 2000, Chief of Clinical Services, 188th Medical Squadron, Fort Smith, Ark. 
8.  November 2000 - April 2003, Chief of Clinical Services, 117th Medical Squadron, Birmingham, Ala. 
9.  April 2003 - present, Chief of Aerospace Medicine, 117th Medical Group, Birmingham, Ala. 
10.  May 2011 -  present, Commander, 117th Medical Group, Birmingham, Ala. 
 
 
          



MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
Meritorious Service Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters 
Army Commendation Medal 
National Defense Service Medal with one bronze star 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with three bronze stars 
Humanitarian Service Medal 
AF Longevity Service with one oak leaf cluster 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal 
Air Force Training Ribbon 
Army Service Ribbon 
Kuwait Liberation Medal Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Kuwait Liberation Medal Government of Kuwait 
 
FLIGHT INFORMATION 
Rating: Senior Flight Surgeon 
Flight Hours: 380 
Aircraft: C-130, KC-135 
 
EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION 
Captain  July 28, 1989 
Major Sept. 14, 1989 
Lieutenant Colonel April 6, 1997 
Colonel April 27, 2006 
 
(Current as of September 2011) 
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